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Dear Hadassah Member, 

Happy Independence Day! Here is a project to celebrate all year long. To mark this momentous 
occasion in Jewish - and world - history, Israel's 70th birthday, the Jewish Publication Society just 
released my new book, an update of The Zionist Idea, Arthur Hertzberg's classic 1959 anthology 
of Zionist writings. I called my book The Zionist Ideas adding the pluralizing "s" to invite all of us, 
from left and right, religious and non-religious, into a conversation about "what Zionism means to 
me today." 

In that spirit, this educational guidebook offers three models of educational events, which we have 
termed Zionist Salons. Hadassah refers to these salons as “study groups.” These are communal 
conversations about what Israel and Zionism can mean for us in the 21st century. 

The first Salon section, “Hadassah Zionism” shows how intertwined Hadassah Zionism is with the 
history and vision of the Zionist movement. Of the three guided conversations offered, this one 
also has the most material - and could be most easily adapted into more of a formal program 
rather than a conversation. Some units may happy to keep this material as part of their growing 
conversation. 

The second Salon section, “Identity Zionism” goes to the basic idea of what Zionism is - and 
challenges us to think about moving our understanding from Political Zionism (how to help the 
Jewish State) to Identity Zionism (how having a Jewish State helps us, gives our lives meaning, 
wherever we may live). In short, it's time to take Zionism personally! 

The third Salon section, "A Zionist Salon for Those Wary of Attending a Zionist Salon" 
acknowledges that some people may be uncomfortable with the word Zionism and its political or 
ideological implications, and tries to help us understand why - and see beyond it. 

Finally, chapter members might be motivated to order the book beforehand, read parts of it, and 
simply have a Book Club type discussion. 

I thank all of you for being open to this conversation. And special thanks to the Hadassah 
leadership for being committed to launching this substantive reset of the Zionist discussion in 
honor of Israel's 70th. For more information on the salons, please check out the Website - and feel  
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free to share conclusions - at www.zionistsalons.com Internal questions should be directed to Judy 
Shereck at JShereck@Hadassah.org 

Chag sameach, Professor Gil Troy 
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Hosting a Zionist Salon - The First Steps 

 

Dear Hosts (Facilitators), 

 

Firstly, a hearty thank you and a warm congratulations for taking the initiative to host/facilitate a 
Zionist Salon. Promoting and facilitating the discussion of serious issues within the Jewish people 
is an extremely worthy cause, and these salons are an important part of these discussions. So 
thank you! 

The goal of the Zionist Salons is to further our intellectual understanding of Zionism and deepen 
our emotional connection to the great Jewish project of our times - the State of Israel. With this 
goal in mind, it is important that the Zionist Salon be an interesting, informative, comfortable and 
open-minded event, thus encouraging people to participate. 

Rather than celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday with a hail of falafel balls and mountains of blue- 
and-white cookies, the Zionist Salons give us all an opportunity to ask, “what does Israel mean to 
me” and “what does Zionism mean to me” - to try to use these tools to build meaning in our lives, 
while also contributing to the Jewish People, Israel, and the world. 

For your convenience, we have put together a quick document, a brief list of considerations for 
hosting this salon. Please take a few minutes to think about the following points, so that this 
gathering of minds may be as enriching and enjoyable as possible. 

- Location: Where would be best to host such an event? In a private house? A synagogue 
hall?  Which  location  would  be  accessible  and  functional  for  participants? Whatever you 
choose will be great! 

- Audience Size and Type: How many people should be invited? Should the event be 
exclusive or open to the public? Is it a small event just for a select group of people with common 
interests (say, your book club) or do you want a large and diverse gathering of people? Is this 
event geared towards adults, teenagers or senior citizens? Hadassah is encouraging you to view 
this as a membership engagement program (study groups). 
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- Topic: As you may have noticed, there are several different options of topics for Zionist 
Salons discussions, spanning a broad range of interests. As the facilitator, you must assess your 
potential audience, and select the most stimulating and challenging topic for your audience. Would 
they prefer a basic discussion of what Zionism means? on what Zionist identity looks like today? 
On the evolution of Religious Zionism? On a debate between the universalistic and particularistic 
strains of Zionism? The choices are endless, and the decision is in your hands. 

- Leader: The nature of these Zionist Salon ensures a dynamic, text-based discussion that 
can take place among people independently. However, it is important to have someone leading 
the evening, who can direct and summarize the discussion points. Hadassah is flexible and open 
to your creativity. Our study groups are typically led by members of the unit. 

- Tools: For the event to be a success, thought must be given to the necessary tools for the 
event. It would be beneficial to print out ample amounts of copies of the source-sheets for all the 
participants, and to provide other elements such as pens or chairs. 

- Extras: Zionist Salons provide a good opportunity to make an Israeli-themed evening. 
Perhaps you would like to have Israeli music as the participants arrive, or an Israeli food buffet? 
Could the room be decorated with Israeli flags or some similar decorations? This could be limited 
to the first night or the last night of class. 

- Tone: What kind of tone do you want the evening to have? Should it be a light- hearted, 
more fun atmosphere? A more sober, intellectual ambience? If this is done with a younger 
audience, would you set up various “stations” of discussion and keep them moving throughout the 
evening? 

- Customize: There are many different ways that the evening can be customized to fit the 
interests of the audience. Perhaps relevant videos may be played intermittently within the 
discussion to stimulate interests, or perhaps people within the audience may stand up and recount 
experiences or express opinions that are relevant to the subjects at hand. The possibilities are 
endless. 

- The Zionist Ideas: If you would like to have a copy or copies of The Zionist Ideas 

on hand, you can order directly from the JPS or from Amazon. 
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- The Opening: As in so many situations, how you start often determines how you finish. Our 
strong advice is to make the opening welcoming and empowering, both inviting people to speak 
and helping them get over any anxiety they may have about sharing their views - especially about 
Zionism. Having everyone introduce themselves is essential (unless the group is larger than about 
20). One technique that works with a group of 20 or less (25 is pushing it), is to have everyone say 
their name, where they are from, and their favorite Israeli -- it can be a friend, relative, teacher, 
fictional character, historical personage or current leader or celebrity. If the group is more 
sophisticated, half can say their favorite Israeli and half their favorite Zionist. This kind of 
“icebreaker” helps the leader assess the group, enables everyone get over their initial shyness, 
and, most important of all - the kinds of examples given usually lighten the tone, open up the event 
to become more multi-dimensional and less ideological. Once these introductions are complete, 
then you may get to work. 

We wish you the best of luck with hosting this event, and remind you that we are always here if 
you need help, support or advice. 
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Zionist Salon # 1: Hadassah Zionism 

Introduction: 

Today, we will consider the Zionism of an organization that has been the central player in 
American Zionism since its founding in 1912, Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of 
America, Inc., has been active for over a century, educating towards and advocating for both the 
well-being of women and the continued success of the State of Israel. Hadassah’s mission 
statement, taken from its website, currently reads as follows: 

Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization of America, is a volunteer organization that inspires 
a passion for and commitment to its partnership with the land and people of Israel. It enhances the 
health of people worldwide through its support of medical care and research at the Hadassah 
Medical Organization in Jerusalem. Hadassah empowers its members and supporters, as well as 
youth in Israel and America through opportunities for personal growth, education, advocacy and 
Jewish continuity. 

Many of us are familiar with Hadassah’s work, and see the beneficial results of their various 
charitable endeavours. Yet certain questions of an ideological nature remain to be answered. For 
instance, in which specific ways does this organization, based largely outside of Israel, promote 
the goals and aspirations of Zionism? Can we definitively place Hadassah somewhere upon the 
spectrum of Zionist thought? Can we unravel the meaning of a commitment to both Feminist and 
Zionist causes? Through a careful consideration of textual sources culled from Gil Troy’s The 
Zionist Ideas and by engaging in open discussion, we will be able to shed light upon many of these 
issues. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

We will begin by looking at Prof. Gil Troy’s basic definition of Zionism, and attempt to find the role 
of Hadassah, historically and ideologically, within this movement. 
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For a short definition by Gil Troy regarding “What Zionism Is” on video, click here and watch the 
first 1:46 (minute and forty-six seconds). Continue to 3:09 for the definition of “Hadassah Zionism” 
as well. 

Source 1: 

Zionism: A Definition 

Building toward Israel’s establishment in 1948, the Zionist movement had to convince the world— 
and the skeptical Jewish supermajority—of the fundamental Zionist logic. The European 
Enlightenment’s attempts to reduce Judaism just to a religion failed. The Jewish people always 
needed more than a synagogue as communal space. In modern times, Jews’ unique national- 
religious fusion earned them collective rights to statehood, somewhere. Next, the Land of Israel, 
the ancestral Jewish homeland, was the logical, legitimate, and viable place to relaunch that 
Jewish national project. Finally, restoring Jewish sovereignty there was a pressing priority, to save 
the long-oppressed Jews—and let them rejuvenate, spawning a strong, proud, idealistic New Jew. 

After realizing this primal Zionist idea in 1948, Zionism evolved. The Jewish national liberation 
movement now sought to defend and perfect the state — understanding, as the Israeli author A. B. 
Yehoshua writes, that “A Zionist is a person who accepts the principle that the State of Israel 
doesn’t belong solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish people.” As Israel’s builders steadied 
the state, this second-stage Zionism revolved around the question, What kind of nation should 
Israel be? 

In today’s third stage, with Israel safe, prosperous, thriving, yet still assailed, Zionism’s 
torchbearers and themselves defending three politically unpopular assumptions: First, the Jews’ 
status as what the philosopher Michael Walzer calls “an anomalous people,” with its unique 
religious and national overlap, does not diminish Jews’ collective rights to their homeland or the 
standard benefits enjoyed by every nation-state, particularly security and legitimacy. Second, the 
Palestinians’ contesting land claims—whatever one thinks of them, from left to right—do not 
negate the Jewish title to Israel. Third, Israel has a dual mission: to save Jewish bodies and 
redeem the Jewish soul. 
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Zionists, therefore, recognize the Jewish people as a nation not just a religion, who, having 
established the Jewish state in their national home- land Eretz Yisrael, now seek to perfect it. As 
Israel’s first prime minister David Ben-Gurion said, “Israel cannot just be a refuge. . . . it has to be 
much, much more.” 

(Gil Troy, The Zionist Ideas, Introduction) 

 

ALTERNATIVELY: Watch Amanda Berman’s first video “Meet a Zionness”: 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does Hadassah’s mission statement fit in with any of these definitions of Zionism? 

2. What elements of the “strong, proud, idealistic New Jew” is reflected by this statement, 
especially its focus upon women’s health and well-being? 

3. What does Amanda Berman mean when she talks about Zionism as a Jewish civil rights 
movement - do we need one? Why? How does Israel fit into that? 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

In the same introduction, Prof. Gil Troy outlined six schools of Zionist thought. Each school 
represented a distinct ideological strain that has played a prominent role in the Zionist story for 
well over a century. Here is a brief summary: 
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Source 2: 

The Six Schools of Zionism: 

Political Zionism: Theodor Herzl’s pragmatic yet utopian Zionism, his nineteenth-century Romantic 
liberal nationalism harnessed toward establishing a democratic Jewish state in Palestine, the 
Jewish homeland, prioritizing securing a state to save Jewish lives. 

Labor Zionism: The utopian yet pragmatic Zionism of the kibbutz and the moshav championed 
rebuilding the Jewish self by working the land. Thinkers such as A. D. Gordon and Berl Katznelson 
challenged the intellectual, urbanized, ghettoized European Jew to take up the mission of 
developing the agriculture of Israel, while passionately advocating Marxism and universalism. 
Although distinctly secular, Labor Zionism fostered an enduring love for Eretz Yisra’el, the Land of 
Israel. 

Revisionist Zionism: Ze’ev Jabotinsky’s pragmatic, passionate, yet classically liberal democratic 
Zionism. Revisionists considered themselves Herzl’s purest followers, accentuating the political 
goal of achieving a Jewish state as soon as possible to save as many Jews as possible. “Eliminate 
the Diaspora, or the Diaspora surely will eliminate you,” Jabotinsky warned bluntly, 
characteristically, in 1937. Although caricatured as a result as lacking in vision, these European 
Romantics were passionate about peoplehood, their common past, and their homeland. 

Religious Zionism: This spiritual Zionism, harmonizing Jewish Orthodoxy and Zionism, rooted 
Zionism in Judaism’s traditional land-based nationalism. According to adherents such as Abraham 
Isaac Kook, Jews could only fulfill all the Mitzvot (commandments) in their homeland. Seeing the 
political state as the pathway to mystical salvation, religious Zionists accepted their secular allies. 
The State of Israel is perceived as “the foundation of God’s throne in the world.” 

Cultural Zionism: Ahad Ha’am’s more secular spiritual Zionism called for cultivating the Jewish 
homeland as a national cultural center to revive Judaism and Jewish pride. With a literate Eastern 
European Jew’s love of Jewish culture, Ahad Ha’am envisioned Israel as the Jewish people’s 
spiritual, intellectual, cultural, and religious center. Israel would be the center of the wheel, 
connecting together all the disparate Diaspora communities. 
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Diaspora Zionism: Louis Brandeis and Henrietta Szold developed this philanthropic, support- 
oriented Zionism reconciling American patriotism with Jewish nationalism. They emphasized 
Zionism’s liberal democratic character while broadening the definition of a Zionist to include 
supporters of the Zionist idea. In the Diaspora, Zionism offered—and often became—a recipe for 
Jewish renewal the American migration lacked. 

  

Discussion Questions: 

1. To which school, or schools, in this list does Hadassah’s ideology belong? 

2. What sort of tensions do you see within the school of Diaspora Zionism, to which Hadassah 
must be considered an important member? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Henrietta Szold, the founder of Hadassah, was an indefatigable activist whose ideology and sense 
of mission has proved immensely important, not least in the ongoing works of Hadassah. We will 
examine excerpts from a letter that she wrote in 1915, laying out many of the central tenets of her 
Zionist outlook. 

Source 3: 

Henrietta Szold: Letter to Augusta Rosenwald (January 17, 1915)  

However, the paramount consideration is that you are advancing the cause of Palestine. From my 
point of view, as I need not tell you, that is the cause of the Jew and, most important of all, of 
Judaism…. 

If you succeed… in conveying to the Jewish women of America the need of such a sanctuary for 
the Jew, the need of a center from which Jewish culture and inspiration will flow, and if you can 
persuade them to set aside one day of the year as a Palestine Day, on which thoughts and means 
are to be consecrated to a great Jewish world-organizing purpose, you will have accomplished a 
result that will bring immediate blessing to those now in distress and in terror of life, and a blessing 
for all future times redounding to the benefit not only of those who will make use of their sanctuary 
rights in Palestine, but also those who like ourselves remaining in a happy, prosperous country, 
will be free to draw spiritual nourishment from a center dominated wholly by Jewish traditions and 
the Jewish ideals of universal peace and universal brotherhood. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What did Szold mean when she wrote “that is the cause of the Jew and, most important of 
all, of Judaism….” How much of Zionism is about rescuing Jews and ow much about revitalizing 
Judaism? 

2. Does that explain Hadassah’s mission today? Is there anything else in the letter that helps 
you understand Hadassah’s mission today better? 

3. Is the kind of Zionism espoused by Szold still relevant to our contemporary Zionist 
discourse? 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Of course, Henrietta Szold and the Hadassah Organization were not the only ones who have 
considered the intersection between Feminist and Zionist causes. Many thinkers have reflected 
upon these two identity-driven liberation movements, and how they may inform, overlap or come 

 into conflict with each other. Below we have printed two texts from the recent years that explore 
the relationship between the Zionist and Feminist cause, advocating a similarity, or at least a 
harmonious relationship between the two. 

Sources 4 and 5: 

Letty Cottin Pogrebin: “Deborah, Golda and Me” (1991) 

Zionism is to Jews what feminism is to women. Zionism began as a national liberation movement 
and has become an ongoing struggle for Jewish solidarity, pride, and unity. Similarly, feminism, 
which began as a gender-liberation movement, has become an ongoing struggle for women’s 
solidarity, pride, and unity…. Both movements are fueled by the fires of self-determination…. If 
feminists can understand why history entitles lesbians to separatism, or minorities and women to 
affirmative action, we can understand why history entitles Jews to “preferential” safe space. To 
me, Zionism is simply an affirmative action plan on a national scale. Just as legal remedies are 
justified in reparation for racism and sexism, the Law of Return to Israel is justified, if not by Jewish 
religious and ethnic claims, then by the intransigence of worldwide anti-Semitism. . . . 

---- 

Einat Ramon: “Zionism: A Jewish Feminist-Womanist Appreciation” (2017) 

Living in the Land of Israel grants Jews the opportunity to indulge their particularism at its best, 
expressing Jewishness every moment. We are just learning how to master this huge spiritual 
challenge…. 

Both nationhood and Womanist perspectives are particularistic perspectives. The term “Womanist” 
was coined originally by African American women seeking an alternative to the feminism that 
strives to blur and ignore “essentialist” differences between men and women. Post- gender 
feminists are not even allowed to speak about “men” and “women” any- more, as these are  
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regarded as “compulsive” terms. By the same token, the postmodern and post-Zionist climate 
rejects any affirmation of the uniqueness of any people, let alone the Jewish People. 

In the same way that I long for the moment when women and men, once again, will not be 
ashamed to speak about their concrete female or male experiences, encouraging discussions 
about how to create the conditions of covenant between them, I long for the moment when all 
Jews can again revel in their uniqueness, as we did when the State of Israel was declared. Jewish 
uniqueness is rooted in the Torah’s ancient traditions translated into secular realities in daily 
Jewish life. Celebrating the plurality of human experiences, we must promote just enough 
pluralism— but not too much as to create chaos by denying a common denominator. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. For Pogrebin, what are the essential similarities between the Feminist and Zionist outlook 
on history and society? Do you think this parallel is justified, especially since Israel is no longer the 
underdog in the Middle East? 

2. What point is Ramon trying to make by comparing the “essentialism” of the Womanist 
perspective to that of Jewishness? To what extent do you think that Zionism requires a dose of 
Jewish Particularism? 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

OPTION: NOW WATCH Chloe Valdary: “Zionism as an Empowerment Narrative”: 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What does Valdary mean about “an empowerment narrative”? Are we comfortable with the idea 
of Jewish power? Are young people today comfortable with it? 

Finally: In 2017, the National President of Hadassah, Ellen Hershkin, wrote: The heroine of the 
Purim story is a queen who raised her voice to save her people. Until she asked for his support, 
the king didn’t know his own wife was Jewish. Esther, her Persian name, was part of her cover — 
her Hebrew name was Hadassah. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zionist Ideas: Three Salons for Hadassah 

www.zionistideas.org 

 

Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America, was founded in the season of Purim in 
1912, inspired by the recognition that altering the course of history required learning its lessons. 
Modern Hadassah combines the legacy of Queen Esther, the Jewish national liberation movement 
and the determination of women to become leaders. While the central goal of Zionism was the 
establishment of a Jewish state, in America it also accelerated the impulse for Jews to involve 
themselves in public life, to insist on equality for all, and to wear their identity proudly. The more 
we learn from history, the more likely it is to reward us. Let us use the celebration of Purim as a 
reminder that even while evil exists we, our society and our government, have the capacity to 
defeat it. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How has Zionism affected American life, your life? 

2. Do you agree that Zionism “accelerated the impulse for Jews to involve themselves in 
public life, to insist on equality for all, and to wear their identity proudly?” 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Final Thoughts: 

Having studied some of the important texts surrounding the ideology of Hadassah, and Feminist 
Zionism in general, it compels us to consider a number of important questions regarding our own 
Zionist identity. 

• How do you explain the activities of Hadassah, and other similar organizations, to your 
children and grandchildren? 

• What is the correct formula for a balanced and mutually enriching relationship between the 
Jewish State and a Zionist organization that operates from outside Israel? What principles do both 
parties need to respect? 

• Have any of the texts that you have learned today influenced your own Zionist ideas? 
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• Does your own Zionist identity coincide with your other identities? Perhaps your identity as a 
Jew, a feminist, a capitalist, a cosmopolitan, a grandmother, or an environmentalist? Do you see 
the confluence of identities as a hostile encounter or as a mutually enriching synthesis? 

Zionism is a complex system of ideas, and may include many different streams of opinion. 
Conversations like these may allow us to understand different Zionist perspectives, thereby 
contributing to a broader understanding of Zionism as a thriving, living and exciting ideology, one 
that may last the test of time in the Twenty-First Century. 
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Salon # 2: Zionist Identity 

 

Can Identity Zionism Help Us Find Meaning in Our Lives? 

 

Moderator’s notes: 

Transition: In this conversation we are going to think about assimilation in America, the nature of 
modern Jewish identity – and how looking at Israel through an identity lens not just a political one 
might shape an effective response. Beware: these texts reflect a point of view – but feel free to 
disagree. Note, also, these texts are decades old – that’s purposeful. We tend to think our 
problems are new, without recognizing how similar the dilemmas were for previous generations. 

Framing: (Read out the following introduction, if you like.) 

Many people today identify as a Zionist. This label is proudly worn by people from all corners of 
the world and from all parts of the religious, political and cultural spectrum. On any given day, you 
may meet a Political Zionist, a Labor Zionist, a Revisionist Zionist, a Religious Zionist, a Cultural 
Zionist, an Identity Zionist, or a Practical Zionist to name but a few. Zionism today means many 
different things to many different people - indeed, many of us may use this term to describe 
ourselves without ever giving much thought to a set of very basic and important questions: What 
does it mean to be a Zionist? And how can our Zionist identity impact the rest of our various 
identities? 

Fortunately, we are not alone in being confronted with this question. Some of the most profound 
and important thinkers on the contemporary Jewish scene have also given some thought to such 
questions, and have come up with a wide array of fascinating answers. Hopefully, through reading 
and discussing some of the following texts, we will be able to arrive at a more considered, complex 
and robust understanding of our own Zionism, and the role it plays in our lives. 
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The following sources are quoted as they appear in Gil Troy’s book The Zionist Ideas. (And in the 
Introduction to The Zionist Ideas, the various schools of Zionist thought are explained on pages 
xliv to xlvi. 

Also, for a short definition by Gil Troy of What Zionism Is on video, click here and watch the first 
1:46 (minute and forty-six seconds). 

 

The Texts: 

Text 1: 

Herman Wouk This Is My God (1969, 1974), as quoted in The Zionist Ideas (p. 314). 

Herman Wouk, born in 1915, is one of the greatest American Jewish novelist -- the author of such 
classics as The Caine Mutiny (1951), Marjorie Morningstar (1955), and The Winds of War (1971)-- 
which was made into a blockbuster TV miniseries and helped introduce a new generation in the 
1980s to World War II - and the horrors of the Holocaust. This is My God was a huge bestseller 
that helped explain Judaism to millions of Americans -- Jewish and non-Jewish. 

There will be no death camps in the United States that we live in. History is a phantasmagoria, and 
anything can happen. But the civilization we know will have to be obliterated before a Hitler can sit 
in Washington. The threat of Jewish oblivion in America is different. It is the threat of pleasantly 
vanishing down a broad highway at the wheel of a high-powered station wagon, with the golf clubs 
piled in the back. . . . “Mr. Abramson left his home in the morning after a hearty breakfast, 
apparently in the best of health, and was not seen again. His last words were that he would get in 
a round before going to the office. . . .” Of course, Mr. Abramson will not die. When his amnesia 
clears, he will be Mr. Adamson, and his wife and children will join him, and all will be well. But the 
Jewish question will be over in the United States. . . . 

Seventy years ago, Herzl’s great opponent, Ahad Ha’am, foresaw the new Jewish state as the 
spiritual center of a regenerated Diaspora. For this moderate claim he was attacked and scorned 
by the all-out Zionists. Now he appears to have been a prophet. The return of all Jewry to the Holy 
Land remains a messianic vision, but Israel already exists as our new spiritual center. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zionist Ideas: Three Salons for Hadassah 

www.zionistideas.org 

 

Guiding Questions: 

1. Do you worry more about anti-Semitism or assimilation? Do you worry about either one? 

2. What does it mean to have Israel as “our new spiritual center?” Has that worked for your 
Jewish community? For you and your family? 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Text 2: 

Anne Roiphe, Generation Without Memory (1981), as quoted in The Zionist Ideas (p. 288). 

Ann Roiphe, born in 1935, is a feminist essayist and novelist whose bestselling challenge to her 
generation of Jewish parents, Generation without Memory, started as a controversial New York 
Times op-ed about her family’s celebration of Christmas. The backlash helped launch her - and 
her family - on a journey back to tradition shaped by an awareness that “thick” associations help 
root people in rich identities. 

…when I think of our traditions of the family, traditions that are eclectic, thin, without magic or 
destiny of time, I can see that we have made an error. I appreciate our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. I know that I will make beautiful weddings for our daughters and that our funerals will 
serve well enough. But I do believe that the tensions of the ancient ways, the closeness of 
primitive magic, the patina of the ages and the sense of connection to past and future that are 
lacking in our lives are serious losses. Our morality is only as tarnished as most earth creatures’ 
by our style of living in which we celebrate no ancient victories, in which we atone for nothing and 
are thankful for little, in which we have no group cultural past and no group cultural future—this is 
not adequate. . . . 

I believe on balance that the wellbeing and happiness of my family would have been better 
supported within the wealth of a Jewish past. . .. A Judaism that does not involve new 
commitments, work for others, will melt away in the heat of the barbecue on the patio, the light of 
the TV, the warmth of the variety of comforts now available..... 

All Jewish rivers run toward Israel. . . . Zionism ...grants the rewards of togetherness. . . 
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Guiding Questions: 

1. What is Roiphe’s critique of her own parenting style? Do you see that approach in how you 
or your close friends/relatives act/acted? Would you want to change it? 

2. How does Zionism help? What does she mean that Zionism “grants the rewards of 
togetherness.”? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

Text 3: 

 

Jonathan Sacks, Will We Have Jewish Grandchildren? (1994) quoted in The Zionist Ideas (p. 477) 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, born in 1948, is one of the great Jewish thinkers and teachers alive today. 
The longtime Chief Rabbi in Great Britain has had a storied career as a popular philosopher and 
theologian, widely respected in both the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. 

Jewish life cannot be sustained without Israel at its core. That was true for nineteen hundred years 
when there was no Jewish state. It is no less true now that the state exists. One of the most 
profound turning points in the history of a community is when it declares that it has no interest in 
the return to Zion. That occurred among Reform Jews in nineteenth-century Germany. Similarly, 
there are people today who claim that twentieth-century America is not galut. It has none of the 
characteristics of exile… 

Sooner or later, such a view spells the end of Jewish life. To be a Jew means to live between two 
different worlds: the finite and the infinite, the particular and the universal, here and elsewhere. 
Once that tension is broken, the dissolution of Jewish identity follows as inevitably as night follows 
day. The process takes on average four generations. But it is inexorable. A Diaspora that turns in 
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upon itself and severs its connection with Israel is a community which, wittingly or otherwise, is 
breaking its links with Jewish tradition and the Jewish people and taking the first step on the path 
to complete assimilation. . . . 

Both Jewries are beginning to see that how we live as Jews may be as important as where we live 
as Jews. . . . The Israel of survival was Jewry’s “city of refuge,” what A. B Yehoshua called the 
Diaspora’s insurance policy. The Israel of continuity must become Jewry’s classroom, the 
Diaspora’s ongoing seminar in Jewish identity. Once, Israel saved Jews. In the future, it will save 
Judaism. . . . 

Israel is now the only place in which a total Jewish experience is possible. It is the one country 
where Jews constitute a majority of the population. It is the only context in which they exercise 
political sovereignty. It is the sole place where Judaism belongs to the public domain, where 
Hebrew is the language of everyday life and where the Sabbath and the festivals form the rhythm 
of the calendar. It is the land of our origins, the terrain on which Joshua and David fought and 
Amos and Isaiah delivered prophecies. It is the birthplace of Jewish memory and the home of 
Jewish destiny. 

It is impossible to overestimate the impact of Israel on the formation of Jewish identity. Jewish 
existence, which in today’s Diaspora may appear random, arbitrary, and disconnected, in Israel 
takes on coherence. There the Bible comes alive against the backdrop of its own landscape and 
its own language, once again a living tongue. There, too, the concept of the Jewish people 
becomes vivid in the visible drama of a society gathered together—as Moses said it would be—
“from the ends of the heavens.” Above all, it is in Jerusalem that the mystery of Israel becomes 
tangible.  

Here is the old-new heart of the old-new people, the place from which, said Maimonides, the 
Divine presence never moved. . . . 

Judaism was never the private faith of isolated individuals. Its entire pulse is collective, societal, 
communal. From the destruction of the second Temple until the end of the eighteenth century, 
Jews lived in self-governing communities. Exiled from their land, they took a fragment of Israel with 
them. In each locality they had their own language, customs, and culture; their collective life. In the 
modern Diaspora, however, Judaism has been confined to the private domain of the home, school, 
and synagogue. Israel restores to Jewish life what it has lost elsewhere: a public dimension. Within  
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its borders, Jewishness is out there in the street as well as in here, in the home. That is why 
spending time in Israel is today essential to a full understanding of what it means to be a Jew 
anywhere in the world…. 

Israel, surely, is our ultimate destination. But the immediate question is less whether Jews are at 
home in London or Jerusalem than whether they are at home in their Jewishness…. 

 

VIDEO ALTERNATIVES: Watch Susannah Heschel on “The Intertwining of Zionism and Judaism” 
for the first 2:28 minutes. 

 

Guided Questions: 

1. How can Israel function as Jewry’s “classroom’? 

2. Do you accept Rabbi Sacks’ analysis that a Jewish community cut off from Israel is doomed 
- why or why not? 

3. What does Rabbi Sacks mean about Israel as offering a “total Jewish experience” – how 
does Judaism’s “collective… communal” nature play out in your home? In Israel? 

4. How can we become “at home in our Jewishness”? Can Zionism help? Can Hadassah? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Moderator’s Notes: DON’T FEEL LIKE YOU NEED TO READ EVERY LINE OR EVEN 

EVERY TEXT – The important thing is to spark discussion. Also, whatever your timing, leave 
about 15 minutes for this final exercise (approximately one minute per participant). 

 

Zionist One-Liner Exercises: 

 

1. Have this series of Zionist “one-liners” printed and then cut out into strips or on separate 
pieces of paper. 

2. Have everyone pick one, randomly. 

3. Go around the room. Ask each person to read the best line or phrase (not necessarily the 
whole thing) and then say one of three things, either: 

a. “No, I disagree with this, because…” (and encourage the first person who disagrees, the 
vitality of the Zionist conversation depends on us being comfortable disagreeing when we do)… 

b. “Interesting, this explains one aspect of Zionist history or ideology, namely….” 

c. “Yes! I really agree with this line and it speaks to me because….” 

  

Emphasize that the point of this conversation is to be open to A) – disagreeing and debating, 
respectfully B) Learning about the meaning of Zionism C) Exploring the ways in which Identity 
Zionism can be a way of taking Zionism personally, helping individuals find meaning and a 
framework. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zionist Ideas: Three Salons for Hadassah 

www.zionistideas.org 

 

Leon Pinsker (1821-1891) 

The Jews are ghosts, ethereal, disconnected…. This pathological Judeaophobia will haunt Europe 
until the Jews have a national home like all other nations. 

Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) 

We are a people – one people… We shall live at last as free people on our own soil, and in our 
own homes peacefully die… The world will be liberated by our freedom, enriched by our wealth, 
magnified by our greatness. 

Rachel Bluwstein (1890-1931) 

I have not sung you, my country, not brought glory to your name with the great deeds of a hero or 
the spoils a battle yields. But on the shores of the Jordan my hands have planted a tree, and my 
feet have made a pathway through your fields. 

Ahad Ha’am (1856-1927) 

Judaism is fundamentally national, and all the efforts of the ‘Reformers’ to separate the Jewish 
religion from its national element have no result except to ruin both the nationalism and the 
religion…. From this center, the spirit of Judaism will radiate to the great circumference to inspire 
them with new life and to preserve the over-all unity of our people. 

 Ze’ev Jabotinsky (1880-1940) 

The phenomenon called Zionism may include all kinds of dreams—a ‘model community,’ Hebrew 
culture, perhaps even a second edition of the Bible—but all this longing for wonderful toys of velvet 
and silver is nothing in comparison with that tangible momentum of irresistible distress and need 
by which we are propelled and borne. 
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Rabbi Abraham Yitzhak Kook (1865-1935) 

The State of Israel, “is ideal in its foundation . . . the foundation of God’s throne in the world.” Eretz 
Yisra’el is part of the very essence of our nationhood; it is bound organically to its very life and 
inner being. 

Henrietta Szold (1860-1945) 

The Jewish national home will be “… a blessing for all future times redounding to the benefit not 
only of those who will make use of their sanctuary rights in Palestine, but also those who like 
ourselves remaining in a happy, prosperous country, will be free to draw spiritual nourishment from 
a center dominated wholly by Jewish traditions and the Jewish ideals of universal peace and 
universal brotherhood.” 

David Ben-Gurion (1886-1973) 

Israel cannot just be a refuge. . . . it has to be much, much more…. The new Jew builds Am 
Segula, an enlightened people… There are also Jews in the lands of prosperity who are deeply 
apprehensive about the growing assimilation and the fragmentation of the Jewish soul in the 
Diaspora, who are increasingly aware that only in Israel can a Jew live a full life, both as a Jew 
and as a human being. . . . 

Amos Oz (b.1939) 

I cannot use such words as “the promised land” or “the promised borders,” because I do not 
believe in the one who made the promise. Happy are those who do: their Zionism is simple and 
self- evident. Mine is hard and complicated. …I am a Zionist in all that concerns the redemption of 
the Jews, but not when it comes to the redemption of the Holy Land. . . . 

Menachem Begin (1912-1992) 

The fighting Jew . . . whom the world considered dead and buried never to rise again, has arisen. 
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Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907–1972) 

The State of Israel is a spiritual revolution, not a one-time event, but an ongoing revolution. 

Letty Cottin Pogrebin (b. 1939) I am a feminist Zionist. 

Zionism is to Jews what feminism is to women. Zionism began as a national liberation movement 

and has become an ongoing struggle for Jewish solidarity, pride, and unity. Similarly, feminism, 
which began as a gender-liberation movement, has become an ongoing struggle for women’s 
solidarity, pride, and unity. Zionism is simply an affirmative action plan on a national scale. 

Eugene Borowitz (1924–2016) 

There has been a tremendous positive, constructive, worthwhile impact of the State of Israel on 
Jews of my persuasion and on myself. That specific impact . . . has been a general sense of 
positive Jewish self-acceptance and . . . to help the synagogue point to a place where being a Jew 
is not only real, but visible… In my own case, what has strengthened and deepened has been a 
very personal existential sense of the particularity of what it is to be a Jew, the specificity of being 
a Jew as a member of an ethnic community. 

 Yael “Yuli” Tamir (b. 1954) 

A home is not an institution, not even a fair and efficient one, but a place to which one is tied 
emotionally, which reflects one’s history, memories, fears, and hopes. A home cannot have merely 
universal features; it must always be embedded in the particular. 

Stav Shaffir (b. 1985) 

Don’t preach to us about Zionism, because real Zionism means dividing the budget equally among 
all the citizens. Real Zionism is taking care of the weak. Real Zionism is solidarity, not only in 
battle but in everyday life, day to day to watch out for each other. That is Israeliness. That is 
Zionism… 
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Yoram Hazony (b. 1964) 

The Land of Israel is the historic inheritance of only one people, the Jews. 

Benjamin Ish-Shalom (b. 1953) 

Outside the land and without sovereignty, each person is responsible only for himself and his 
dependents. Inside the land with sovereign existence, responsibility becomes a national one, and 
an individual must choose the good of the collective over his own.... 

Einat Ramon (b. 1959) 

My particularist perspectives: I am a Womanist and a Zionist. Living in the Land of Israel grants 
Jews the opportunity to indulge their particularism at its best, expressing Jewishness every 
moment…. We not only celebrate the Sabbath and the holidays on Jewish time and in our Jewish 
space, but, today, we run Israeli military, agriculture, industry, and economics on Torah time and in 
the Torah’s sacred space. … 

Jonathan Sacks (b. 1948) 

The Israel of continuity must become Jewry’s classroom, the Diaspora’s ongoing seminar in 
Jewish identity. Once, Israel saved Jews. In the future, it will save Judaism. . . . 

The immediate question is less whether Jews are at home in London or Jerusalem than whether 
they are at home in their Jewishness…. 

The World Zionist Organization 

Zionism, the national liberation movement of the Jewish people . . . views a Jewish, Zionist, 
democratic and secure State of Israel to be the expression of the common responsibility of the 
Jewish people. 
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Salon # 3: A Zionist Salon for those Wary of Attending a Zionist Salon 

 

Some Opening Thoughts: This is a conversation for those uncomfortable with the word “Zionism” 
or attending a “Zionist Salon.” 

It is essential for this conversation to work that everyone be open to listening to one another, and 
learning from one another. 

It also helps to set a friendly, even light tone – and to acknowledge that, at the end we may have 
to agree to disagree. 

Central to this conversation are four assumptions: one, that whatever missteps Israel the country – 
like any country -- has made, Zionism as a movement, an idea, a value, and a word, has been 
unfairly demonized, systematically delegitimized (note how the United Nations—the forum of world 
nationalisms -- singled out only one form of nationalism, Jewish nationalism, and called it racism. 
Wherever we stand, from left to right, we are all traumatized by living in this era of 
delegitimization). 

Second, that ironically, most people bothering to sit down and talk about this topic will have some 
positive association with Israel – especially in the age of Birthright when so many young people 
and their families have visited there – and so many people know so many Israelis. 

Third, that, in a fair world, the word “Zionism” would be less problematic than the word “Israel.” 
Zionism is the idea that we are a people with rights to our homeland and the movement first to 
establish a state on that homeland and now to perfect that state; Israel is a country that, like all 
countries, does good things and does bad things. If you are anti-Zionist, you reject Israel’s basic 
rights to exist. If you are critical of Israel in some ways, you’re a thinking human being. 

Fourth, that, in the Age of Trump, the 77 percent of American Jews who hate Donald Trump but 
remain proudly, fiercely American, understand that you can be very critical of your government, of 
your country’s leaders, yet still remain patriotic, still feel that country is yours… (in fact, the fight 
over Trump is a fight over Americanism – what kind of core ideas should guide the US of A 
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– different schools of Zionist thought offer different templates, different visions, regarding what 
core ideas should guide Israel – and the Jewish people). 

So, underlying this whole conversation is the real question – as a Jew, do you feel deeply 
connected and committed to Israel, the Jewish democratic state, the great Jewish people project 
of the 21st   century? If so, you stick with it, because we are one Jewish people indivisible and 
intertwined despite our differences (and nearly half our people live there now). And you can use 
Zionism – or at least some schools of Zionist thought – to help perfect that state. 

That is why in 1948, we talked about the Zionist Idea – that powerless Jews need a state as 
refuge, immediately, and as an opportunity to flourish and express Jewish values long-term. 
Today, seventy years later, we talk about the Zionist IdeaS with an “s” added, to welcome people 
from left to right, religious and non-religious, old and young into the conversation about what 
Zionism and Israel can mean to me as Jew, as a person, even if I never visit – and how some of 
these ideas can help Israel become a model of Jewish nationalism and liberal nationalism – as it 
seeks to be in its Declaration of Independence. 

And, added, bonus, if Zionism as an idea is that we are a people with a homeland and Zionism as 
a movement is now the whole series of initiatives to build, protect, and perfect the state, Zionism 
as a value, is more personal. Take it or leave it, of course, but those of us who embrace Zionism 
see it, first, as a way of explaining Judaism as a culture, a civilization, an ethnicity, a tradition, not 
just a religion. Second, it helps us find a sense of rootedness in an often rush-rush, throwaway 
society, a sense of community in an often-lonely, alienating, culture, and a sense of mission in an 
often-aimless world. It works for some of us, not others. 

I always say I am not arrogant enough to claim that Zionism is the only way or the best way, but 
it’s my way, it’s my people’s way – and I am not smart enough to create another one that would 
work so well for me and so many others. 

So, all I can really say, is join the conversation, and considering joining this great adventure. 
Today, the #MeToo conversation is making us aware of how often we all – and especially women 

-- internalize persecution, not standing up for ourselves, letting the bullies win. Anyone who wants 
to make a case for abandoning Zionism -- or even the word -- first has to ask: how much of this is  
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about internalizing the systematic campaign of delegitimization that has been targeting Zionism for 
decades now? And if we don’t stand up ourselves, who are we? If we let those haters win, what 
are we? And if not now – when? 

For Gil Troy’s analysis on video of how delegitimization distorts the Zionist conversation, click here 
and watch from 6:47 to 11:27 – for Gil Troy’s more basic discussion of what Zionism is click here 
and watch from 11:52 to 15:19. 

Introduction: 

As a warm up, start by having everyone around the room introduce themselves and say their 
favorite Israeli – it could be a friend or relative, a celebrity or a leader, an historical figure or even a 
fictional character. Note, when it’s done – that people relaxed, that the association with Israel was 
multi-dimensional, that it went far beyond politics, the Kotel, Bibi, and Palestinians. 

Ask how it might have been different if you asked who is your favorite “Zionist” – or simply ask if 
the word “Zionism” would evoke the same feelings as the word “Israeli” did. You will probably 
uncover ignorance – many American Jews can’t name a Zionist- and discomfort – many are likely 
to connect Zionism, more than Israel, to occupation, Palestinians, etc –when it should be the other 
way around. (Another way into this is to compare what the words “Jew” or “Judaism” evoke, then 
the word “Israeli,” then the words “Zionist” or “Zionism”). 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Source 1: Zionism: Definitions 

 

Read two definitions of Zionism – A.B. Yehoshua’s and Gil Troy’s (in the introduction) 

  

Alternatively for a short definition of What Zionism Is on video, click here and watch the first 1:46 
(minute and forty-six seconds). 

 

From Gil Troy, The Zionist Ideas (Introduction, pp. xxvii - xxviii) 

Building toward Israel’s establishment in 1948, the Zionist movement had to convince the world— 
and the skeptical Jewish supermajority—of three Zionist assumptions: First, the European 
Enlightenment’s attempts to reduce Judaism just to a religion failed. The Jewish people always 
needed more than a synagogue as communal space. In modern times, Jews’ unique national- 
religious fusion earned them collective rights to statehood, somewhere. Second, the Land of 
Israel, the ancestral Jewish homeland, was the logical, legitimate, and viable place to relaunch that 
Jewish national project. And third, restoring Jewish sovereignty there was a pressing priority, to 
save the long-oppressed Jews—and let them rejuvenate, spawning a strong, proud, idealistic New 
Jew. 

In short then, Zionism assumes that (a) the Jews are a people; (b) as a people the Jews have 
collective rights to their homeland Eretz Yisrael; and (c) like other peoples, they had the right to 
establish a state in at least part of that homeland in 1948 – and now, their mission is to perfect it. 

So, after realizing this primal Zionist idea in 1948, Zionism evolved. The Jewish national liberation 
movement now sought to defend and perfect the state—understanding, as the Israeli author A. B. 
Yehoshua writes, that “A Zionist is a person who accepts the principle that the State of Israel 
doesn’t belong solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish people.” As Israel’s builders steadied 
the state, this second-stage Zionism revolved around the question, What kind of nation should 
Israel be? In today’s third stage, with Israel safe, prosperous, thriving, yet still assailed, Zionism’s  
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torchbearers are trying to clarify for the world three politically unpopular assumptions: First, the 
Jews’ status as what the philosopher Michael Walzer calls “an anomalous people,” with its unique 
religious and national overlap, does not diminish Jews’ collective rights to their homeland or the 
standard benefits enjoyed by every nation-state, particularly security and legitimacy. Second, the 
Palestinians’ contesting land claims – whatever one thinks of them, from left to right -- do not 
negate the Jewish title to Israel. Third, Israel has a dual mission: to save Jewish bodies and 
redeem the Jewish soul. As Israel’s first prime minister David Ben-Gurion said, “Israel cannot just 
be a refuge. . . . it has to be much, much more.” 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Compare and contrast. What do both have in common? 

2. Ultimately, do you agree that they all rest on the formula of the great Russian Refusenik 
Natan Sharansky, who believes that all people want to belong and want to be free – it’s about 
identity and freedom, it’s about Jewish and democratic – those are the two strands in the Zionist 
DNA? 

3. What other elements go into the recipe for making a Zionist? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

  

Sources 2 thru 4: Identity and Loyalty, what’s easy - what’s challenging? 

 

Amos Oz (The Meaning of Homeland, 1967) 

Amos Oz, born 1939 in Jerusalem, is one of Israel’s greatest novelists -- and one of its three left- 
leaning but passionately Zionist “prophets,” along with David Grossman and A.B. Yehoshua. 
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I cannot use such words as “the promised land” or “the promised borders,” because I do not 
believe in the one who made the promise. Happy are those who do: their Zionism is simple and 
self-evident. Mine is hard and complicated. I also have no use for the hypocrites who quickly resort 
to the promise and the promiser, whenever their Zionism runs into an obstacle and into the inner 
contradiction. I am a Zionist in all that concerns the redemption of the Jews, but not when it comes 
to the redemption of the Holy Land. . . . 

Leonard Fein (Days of Awe, 1982) 

Leonard Fein (1934 -2014), was an American Jewish activist, academic, and columnist for many 
publications, including Moment which he helped found and The Forward. 

There are two kinds of Jews in the world. There is the kind of Jew who detests war and violence, 
who believes that fighting is not “the Jewish way,” who willingly accepts that Jews have their own 
and higher standards of behavior…. And there is the kind of Jew who thinks we have been passive 
long enough, who is convinced that it is time for us to strike back at our enemies, to reject once 
and for all the role of victim, who willingly accepts that Jews cannot afford to depend on favors, 
that we must be tough and strong. 

And the trouble is, most of us are both kinds of Jew. . . 

There are two kinds of Zionists in the world: most of us are both. We want to be normal, we want 
to be special: we want to be a light unto the nations, we want to be a nation like all the others…. I 
vastly prefer a people that chooses to risk a collective nervous breakdown, as we do, by endorsing 
both visions, both versions. . . 

Letty Cottin Pogrebin (Deborah, Golda and Me, 1991) 

Letty Cottin Pogrebin, born 1939, is a true Feminist Zionist, one of the founders of Ms magazine 
and one of the first women to criticize anti-Semitism within the feminist movement. 

Zionism is to Jews what feminism is to women. Zionism began as a national liberation movement 
and has become an ongoing struggle for Jewish solidarity, pride, and unity. Similarly, feminism, 
which began as a gender-liberation movement, has become an ongoing struggle for women’s 
solidarity, pride, and unity…. Both movements are fueled by the fires of self-determination…. If 
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feminists can understand why history entitles lesbians to separatism, or minorities and women to 
affirmative action, we can understand why history entitles Jews to “preferential” safe space. To 
me, Zionism is simply an affirmative action plan on a national scale. Just as legal remedies are 
justified in reparation for racism and sexism, the Law of Return to Israel is justified, if not by Jewish 
religious and ethnic claims, then by the intransigence of worldwide antisemitism. . . . Andrea 
Dworkin put it brilliantly: “In the world I’m working for, nation states will not exist. But in the world I 
live in, I want there to be an Israel.” 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Consider these key lines: Amos Oz’s line: my Zionism “is hard and complicated”; Leonard 
Fein on the joys of risking “a collective nervous breakdown” by being two kinds of Jews, two kinds 
of Zionists; and Letty Cottin Pogrebin – Zionism as “fueled by the fires of self- determination” and 
“affirmative action for the Jewish people.” What do they mean - how do they help advance our 
understanding of Zionism? 

2. Does the authors’ acknowledgment of complexity make things easier – note how frequently 
others try to simplify the conversation about Zionism – while recognizing how complicated our ties 
are, say, to America. 

3. Can’t we be equally loyal – and critical – regarding our homeland and home/land of our 
birth? How do you do that effectively? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Sources 5 thru 7: 

Gil Troy (2001, 2008) Why I am a Zionist 

Gil Troy, born 1961, is an American-born Israeli academic and activist, the author of 12 books, 
mostly on American history, but including The Zionist Ideas (2018). 

A century ago, Zionism revived pride in the label “Jew”; today, Jews must revive pride in the label 
“Zionist.” . . . 

Zionists must not allow their enemies to define and slander the movement. No nationalism is pure, 
no movement is perfect, no state ideal. . . . Zionism remains legitimate, inspiring, and relevant, 
offering an identity anchor in a world of dizzying choices—and a roadmap toward national renewal. 

I am a Zionist because I am a Jew—and without recognizing Judaism’s national component, I 
cannot explain its unique character. Judaism is a world religion bound to one homeland, shaping a 
people whose holy days revolve around the Israeli agricultural calendar, ritualize theological 
concepts, and relive historic events. Only in Israel can a Jew fully live in Jewish space and by 
Jewish time. 

I am a Zionist because I share the past, present, and future of my people, the Jewish people. Our 
nerve endings are uniquely intertwined. When one of us suffers, we share the pain; when many of 
us advance communal ideals together, we—and the world—benefit. 

Stav Shaffir (2015) 

Stav Shaffir, born 1985, is the youngest person ever elected to the Israeli Knesset. She represents 
the Labor Party traditionalists within the Zionist Union. 

Occupy Zionism!: Real Zionism means dividing the budget equally among all the citizens. Real 
Zionism is taking care of the weak. Real Zionism is solidarity, not only in battle but in everyday life, 
day to day in everyday life. To watch out for each other. That is Israeliness. That is Zionism. 
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Natan Sharansky (2018) 

Born in 1948, Natan Sharansky describes his career simply, saying “I spent nine years in the 
Gulag, nine years in Israeli politics, and nine years in the Jewish Agency.” He wrote the Foreword 
to The Zionist Ideas. 

The Zionist idea gave me—and millions of others—a meaningful identity. In June 1967, when I 
was nineteen, the call from Jerusalem—“The Temple Mount Is in Our Hands”—penetrated the Iron 
Curtain. Democratic Israel’s surprising victory in the Six Day War, defeating Arab dictatorships 
threatening to destroy it, inspired many of us all over the world to become active participants in 
Jewish history. This notion that the Jews are a people with collective rights to establish a Jewish 
state in our ancient homeland, the Land of Israel, connected us to something more important than 
simple physical survival. Forging a mystical link with our people, we discovered identity, or as we 
call it, “peoplehood.” Suddenly we Soviet Jews, Jews of silence, robbed of our heritage by the 
Soviet regime, realized there is a country that called us its children…. 

The rediscovery of my identity, my community, my people, gave me the strength to fight for my 
rights, for the rights of other Jews, and for the rights of others, allying me with dissidents fighting 
communist tyranny. I discovered that this synthesis of the universal, the democratic, with the 
particularist, the nationalist, is central to the Zionist idea. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What’s the power of “solidarity” as Shaffir calls it -- of “identity” and “peoplehood” as 
Sharansky calls it? 

2. How do you balance identity and freedom – universalism and particularism as Sharansky 
describes it? 

3. How do we bring pride back to the word “Zionist” – is it on Israel or on us? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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Source 8: (if you have time and wish to be more political) 

Ellen Willis: Is There Still a Jewish Question? I’m an Anti-Anti-Zionist (2003) 

Ellen Willis (1941-2006), was a passionate feminist, leftist, and rock critic, a veteran writer for 

The Village Voice. 

I’m not a Zionist—rather I’m a quintessential Diaspora Jew, a child of Freud, Marx, and Spinoza. I 
hold with rootless cosmopolitanism: from my perspective the nation-state is a profoundly 
problematic institution, a nation-state defined by ethnic or other particularist criteria all the more so. 
And yet I count myself an anti-anti-Zionist. This is partly because the logic of anti-Zionism in the 
present political context entails an unprecedented demand for an existing state—one, moreover, 
with popular legitimacy and a democratically elected government—not simply to change its 
policies but to disappear. It’s partly because I can’t figure out what large numbers of displaced 
Jews could have or should have done after 1945, other than parlay their relationship with Palestine 
and the (ambivalent) support of the West for a Jewish homeland into a place to be. (Go “home” to 
Germany or Poland? Knock, en masse, on the doors of unreceptive European countries and a 
reluctant United States?) And finally, it’s because I believe that anti-Jewish genocide cannot be 
laid to rest as a discrete historical episode, but remains a possibility implicit in the deep structure of 
Christian and Islamic cultures, East and West. 

This last point is particularly difficult to argue on the left, where the conventional wisdom is that 
raising the issue of antisemitism in relation to Israel and Palestine is nothing but a way of stifling 
criticism of Israel and demonizing the critics. In the context of left politics, the dynamic is actually 
reversed: accusations of blind loyalty to Israel, intolerance of debate, and exaggeration of Jewish 
vulnerability at the expense of the real, Palestinian victims are routinely used to stifle discussion of 
how antisemitism influences the Israeli-Palestinian conflict or the world’s reaction to it or the public 
conversation about it. Yet that discussion is crucial, for there is no way to disentangle the politics 
surrounding Israel from the politics of the Jewish condition. . . . 

I reject the idea that Israel is a colonial state that should not exist. I reject the villainization of Israel 
as the sole or main source of the mess in the Middle East. And I contend that Israel needs to 
maintain its “right of return” for Jews around the world. 
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My inconsistency, if that’s what it is, comes from struggling to make sense of a situation that has 
multiple and at times contradictory dimensions. Israel is the product of a nationalist movement, but 
it owes its existence to a world-historical catastrophe. The bloody standoff between Israelis and 
Palestinians is on its face a clash of two nationalisms run amok, yet it can’t be understood apart 
from the larger political forces of the post–1945 world—anti-colonialism, oil politik, the Cold War, 
the American and neoliberal triumph, democracy versus authoritarianism, secularism versus 
fundamentalism. 

Indeed, the mainstream of contemporary political anti-Zionism does not oppose nationalism as 
such, but rather defines the conflict as bad imperialist nationalism versus the good liberationist 
kind. Or to put it another way, anti-Zionism is a conspicuous feature of that brand of left politics 
that reduces all global conflict to Western imperialism versus Third World anti-imperialism, ignoring 
a considerably more complicated reality. But . . . at present, an end to nationalism in 
Israel/Palestine is not on either side’s agenda. The question is what course of action, all things 
considered, will help in some way to further the possibilities for democracy and human rights as 
opposed to making things worse. 

I support a two-state solution that in effect ratifies the concept of the original 1947 partition— 
bracketing fundamental questions about Jewish and Palestinian nationalism—out of the non- 
utopian yet no less urgent hope that it would end the lunacy of mutual destruction and allow some 
space for a new Middle Eastern order to develop. . . . 

Leftists tend to single out Israel as The Problem that must be solved. That tropism is most 
pronounced among those for whom the project of a Jewish state is inherently imperialist, or an 
offense to universalist humanism, or both. . . . I’ve received countless impassioned e-mails 
emphasizing how imperative it is to show there are Jews who disagree with the Jewish 
establishment, who oppose [Prime Minister Ariel] Sharon. There is no comparable urgency to 
show that Jews on the left as well as the right condemn suicide bombing as a war crime. . . . At 
most I hear, “Suicide bombing is a terrible thing, but . . .” But: if Israel would just shape up and do 
the right thing, there would be peace. Would that it were so. . . . 

Left animus toward Israel is not a simple, self-evident product of the facts. What is the nerve that 
Israel hits? 
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Underlining this question are the hyperbolic comparisons that animate the anti-Israel brief, 
beginning with the now standard South Africa comparison—the accusation that Israel is a “settler 
state” and an “apartheid state”—which has inspired the calls for divestment and for a boycott 
against Israeli academics. The South African regime, of course, was one whose essence was a 
proudly white racist ideology, a draconian system of legal segregation, and the denial of all political 
rights to the huge majority of people. To see Israel through this grid is to ignore a great many 
things: that Israel was settled primarily by refugees from genocide in Europe and oppression in 
Arab countries; that while Palestinian Israelis suffer from discrimination they are nevertheless 
citizens who vote, organize political parties, and participate in the government; that the occupation, 
while egregious, came about as a result not of aggressive settlement but of defensive war; that it 
continues because of rejectionism on both sides. . . . 

Even more fantastic is the Nazi comparison, often expressed in metaphors (Israeli soldiers as SS 
men, and so on). I imagine that most perpetrators of this equation, if pressed, would concede that 
Israel is not a totalitarian dictatorship with a program of world domination, nor has it engaged in the 
systematic murder of millions of people on the grounds that they are a subhuman race. But why do 
these tropes have such appeal? . . . 

It’s impossible not to notice how the runaway inflation of Israel’s villainy aligns with ingrained 
cultural fantasies about the iniquity and power of Jews; or how the traditional pariah status of Jews 
has been replicated by a Jewish pariah state. . . . 

The anti-Jewish temperature is rising, and has been for some time, in Arab and Islamic countries 
and in the Islamist European diaspora. I am speaking now not of the intemperate tone of left anti- 
Zionist rhetoric but of overt Jew hatred. . . . Many on the left view this wave of antisemitism as just 
another expression, however unfortunately couched, of justified rage at Israel—whether at the 
occupation and the escalating destruction of the West Bank or at the state’s existence per se. In 
either case, the conflation of “Zionists” and “Jews” is regarded as a misunderstanding of the 
politically uneducated. . . . 

 If there should be a mass outbreak of anti-Jewish violence it will no doubt focus on Israel, but it 
will not, in the end, be caused by Israel, and the hatred will not disappear if Israel does. Nor will it 
disappear with an Israeli-Palestinian settlement. Still . . . an internationally brokered peace  
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agreement is the first line of defense. And that agreement must allow Israel to retain its character 
as a haven for Jews, not as a validation of nationalism but as a gesture of international recognition 
that the need for such a haven has not yet been surpassed. It’s not inconsistent to hope that this 
will not always be true. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the basis of Willis’ claim that Israel has been treated unfairly? 

2. How does she defend Israel while acknowledging its faults? 

3. Why does the attack against Israel threaten Willis’s progressive identity? 

4. Willis professes her love as a “rootless cosmopolitan” of Freud, Marx, and Spinoza, she 
insists she isn’t a Zionist; yet doesn’t she endorse Zionism, accepting Jewish peoplehood, Israel’s 
existence – and the Law of Return? How do you explain this seeming paradox? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

Final Questions: 

1. Go back to the opening – how do you integrate the emotional ties to Israel many of us have 
with these conceptual building blocks? 

2. Did the conversation help explain your Zi-anxiety – or overcome it? 

3. End if you so choose – by writing your one-line elevator pitch to explain to a friend: Zionism 
is… or even Zionism means to me… 


