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Zionist Ideas Salons: 

Zionist One-Liners 
 

 

 

A.B. Yehoshua  
 

“A Zionist is a person who accepts the principle that the State of Israel doesn’t belong 

solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish people.”  

 

Haim Hazaz 
 

“A people that does not live in its own land and control its own fate has no history.” 

 

Eliezer Ben-Yehudah 
 

The Jews  “cannot become a living nation—am chai—without returning to their ancestral 

language—lashon ha’avot” and using that language “in everyday discourse, from old to 

young . . . in all facets of life, at all hours, days and night.”  

The Law of Return (1950) 

 

Every Jew has the right to come to this country as an oleh, immigrant. 

Golda Meir (1898–1978)  

“Above all, this country is our own. Nobody has to get up in the morning and worry what 

his neighbors think of him. Being a Jew is no problem here… When Jews would return to 

their homeland . . . they would make a better society…”    

 

Ben-Zion Meir Chai Uziel (1880–1953)  

 

Nationalism is a worldview committed to improving our human life on earth. 

David Edan (1872–1955) 

 

“It is not only our duty to love Israel from a distance, we also need to celebrate her  

http://www.zionistideas.org/


 
 

www.zionistideas.org    

 

holidays and enjoy her joys, by immigrating en masse to this new place, and joining in 

the novel and practical task of settling the land.” 

Yehudah Amichai (1924–2000)  

“All the generations before me contributed me little by little . . . . It obligates” 

Rose Halprin (1896–1978) 

  

“A Zionist has more than platonic feelings. You are in his blood and bones, and he cannot 

get rid of you…” 

Arnold Jacob Wolf (1924–2008) 

 

“Did Zionism mean to create an American-style supermarket on the Mediterranean built 

by Arab masons and carpenters?” 

Hillel Halkin (b. 1939) 

 

“A great adventure. I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. There’s been nothing like it 

in human history. A small and ancient people loses its land and forgets how to speak its 

language; wanders defenselessly for hundreds, thousands, of years throughout the world 

with its God and sacred books; meets with contumely, persecution, violence, 

dispossession, banishment, mass murder; refuses to give up; refuses to surrender its faith; 

continues to believe that it will one day be restored to the land it lost; manages in the end, 

by dint of its own efforts, against all odds, to gather itself from the four corners of the 

earth and return there; learns again to speak the language of its old books; learns again to 

bear arms and defend itself; wrests its new-old home from the people that had replaced it; 

entrenches itself there; builds; fructifies; fortifies; repulses the enemies surrounding it; 

grows and prospers in the face of all threats. Had it not happened, could it have been 

imagined? Would anyone have believed it possible?” 

Bernard-Henri Lévy (b. 1948) 

 

“The Rock of Israel: though I was then so tepidly Jewish, there I found the most 

unexpected of inner homelands, a rock on which I knew immediately that I would lean.” 

Ruth Gavison (b. 1945) 

“I believe that a humanism or liberalism advocating a “thin person,” limited only to one’s 

self or one’s family, is unnecessarily sterile. Affiliations with particular group identities 

offer individuals central foundational missions in their lives.” 

http://www.zionistideas.org/


 
 

www.zionistideas.org    

Shmuel Trigano (b. 1948) 

 

“A generic state exists nowhere in the world: No one asks whether France can be French 

and democratic.” 

David Mamet (b. 1947) 

 

“Real life consists in belonging.The Jews are not the victims of bad PR. They are the 

victims of anti-Semitism.To ask ‘must there not be a cause for this anti-Semitism?’ is an 

outrage, similar to asking the rape victim ‘how short a skirt were you wearing?’ The 

question cannot be posited without at least the implication of the victim ‘having, 

somehow, at least in part, ‘brought it on yourselves.’” 

 

Daniel Gordis (b. 1959) 

 

“Now, six years later in this tempest-tossed city, I’m struck by everything I never let 

those memories teach me…. After all, if there’s a place in this world that can make you 

cry, isn’t that where you ought to be?”   

[referring to  his grandfather’s tears in New York when Anwar Sadat flew to Jerusalem in 

1977 and his own tears in Baltimore when Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in 1995].  

Leah Shakdiel (b. 1951) 

 

“I annoy my secular Israeli friends by telling them from every podium that if they do not 

see themselves as Jews that means that they are imperialists, colonialists, who have no 

business being here. They should leave the land to its native people. The indigenous 

people are Palestinians. 

 

The reason you are here is because you are a Jew!”  

Arnold Eisen (b. 1951) 

 

“Zionism must be a voice of aspiration that takes Jews higher, and a set of Jewish 

collective actions to bring the teachings of Torah to fulfillment.” 

David Ellenson (b. 1947) 

 

“The rebirth of Jewish life embodied in the State of Israel is fraught with religious 

import: the monism of universalism must be rejected.” 
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Gil Troy (b. 1961) 

 

“A century ago, Zionism revived pride in the label “Jew”; today, Jews must revive pride in the 

label “Zionist.” Zionists must not allow their enemies to define and slander the movement.” 

 

Micah Goodman (b. 1974) 

 

“I am a temperate Zionist, crystallizing the cold skepticism of secularism with the 

burning fire of religious fundamentalism.” 

Erez Biton (b. 1942) 

 

“The State of Israel, as an independent Jewish state, is the institution that allows us to 

create a society based on justice and generosity, on mutual engagement. The State of 

Israel is the infrastructure for fulfilling our commitment to perfect Israeli society, to 

repair our community, including each and every one of us, on our own path.”  

Saul Singer (b. 1961) 

 

“We must update the narrative, to: They tried to kill us, we won, now we’re changing the 

world! . . .I am a Start-Up Zionist . . . the new halutziut.” 

Sharon Shalom (b. 1973) 

 

“Ethiopian Zionism: The moment [my grandfather] set foot on the ground of Jerusalem, 

he began to count the years of his life anew… I, like my grandfather, have chosen to 

emphasize the good side of Israeli society, and I have found much to appreciate…” 

Rachel Sharansky Danziger (b. 1986) 

 

“Our parents’ heroism enabled us to establish a living, happy society in Israel. As we 

participate in civil society, as we interact with each other, as we do our jobs well, we are 

building Israel from within.” 

 

Yossi Klein Halevi (b. 1953) 

 

“Centrists know that a vital Jewish identity must express the uneasy interplay between 

our particularist Jewish commitments and our universalist human longings.” 

 

http://www.zionistideas.org/

